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recovery of the Colonies. This I take to have been
the true bond between Parliament and the late Ministry,
and the true key to its otherwise unaccountable lon-
gevity. For if it had had more lives than a cat, they
must all have dropped some campaigns ago, if the cause
I have mentioned had not preserved them. I remember
when it was said Saratoga would overset them* It
was afterwards foretold that, if we should be drawn into
a war with France, Ministry could not stand.

cThe necessity which produced the commission to
America, and all the humiliating concessions which
Parliament made, in a sort of panic, would have de-
stroyed any other Government, The same may be said
of the Spanish, and after it, of the Dutch war; and there
is hardly a gazette during the last five or sis years
which would not account for a change of Government.
But in feet the principles respecting America were
agreeable to the people, and those of Opposition offen-
sive to them.

61 speak this language the more confidently to you
now, as you must recollect the time, and that not a very
late one, when I had a strong inclination to side with
those who wished for a change, and that I refrained
from it only on the consideration I have just mentioned;
and whether I and the rest of the" nation have been
wrong and foolish on the American question, either from
the beginning or in its progress, is a point which the
pxirblindness of human reason can probably never see
through.

41 innst own, however, that events and experience do